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HONORING PASTEUR continued from page 1

Dr. Dibner. Jimmy Druhlon, a long-time employee at the Librarie Brieux at 
48, rue Jacob, remembers Bern Dibner as a “mythique” customer. “He was the
kind of collector that any dealer would dream of having: cultivated, motivated,
wealthy and certainly with a hunger for acquiring new pieces.”  And it was
from Alain Brieux that Dr. Dibner purchased the pièce de resistance of his 
collection: the Pasteur library. Acquired in great part from the widow of 
Louis Pasteur Vallery-Radot, Louis Pasteur’s grandson and chronicler of his 
writings, the library contains many of Pasteur’s annotated manuscripts, all of 
his major works, a prize he won as a student at the age of 20, a guestbook, 
several photographs and a few notebooks containing Pasteur’s notations on 
fermentation, silkworms and Joseph Lister, the surgeon who applied Pasteur’s
discoveries to the operating room. It is the most significant collection of Pasteur
papers in the United States, and in all likelihood the largest outside of France.
Dr. Dibner was particularly proud of this collection because he revered Louis
Pasteur, considering him to be the greatest benefactor of mankind.

Bern Dibner was a fascinating figure who was also an author of over 100
books and articles. Perhaps most famous is Heralds of Science, a book that names
and describes 200 epochal works deemed of vital importance to the progress of
science, such as Euclid’s Elements, Johannes Kepler’s A New Astronomy and, 
of course, Louis Pasteur’s Mémoire sur la fermentation appelée lactique.

Special thanks to Brent Dibner, Jimmy Druhlon, Daniel Lewis and Philip
Weimerskirch for their help in researching this piece. Once again we gratefully
acknowledge Bert Hansen, who brought this “tribute” to our attention.

Used with permission, the initial “H” in this article is the logo of the Huntington
Library, Art Collections and Botanical Gardens located in San Marino, California.
For more information or to arrange your visit, see www.huntington.org.
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WAYS OF GIVING

Below are several ways you 
can plan your giving to help the 
Pasteur Foundation, a 501(c)(3) 
charitable organization.

GIFTS This is the most immediate,
direct way to help us develop our programs
for U.S. scientists.

Donations are tax deductible and may
take many forms. To make a gift today,
please fill out the enclosed envelope.

APPRECIATED SECURITIES
One of the most tax-efficient ways to
donate is to give stock with significant
long-term appreciated value. In most
cases, donors benefit from a tax deduction
of the full market value and are not 
subject to capital-gains tax.

RETIREMENT Naming the Pasteur
Foundation as a beneficiary of your 
pension plan, IRA or retirement plan is 
an excellent way to retain control of 
your funds during your lifetime, support 
an excellent cause, and alleviate the tax
burden on your estate.

Under the 2006 Pension Protection Act,
individuals who are 701⁄2 or older are able
to transfer up to $100,000 directly from 
an IRA account to a qualified charitable
organization such as the Pasteur Foundation
until December 31, 2007, without 
increasing taxable income. This charitable
rollover provision of the PPA is an 
excellent way to further the mission 
of the Pasteur Foundation.

LIFE INSURANCE A wonderful
way to help is by naming the Pasteur
Foundation a beneficiary of your life 
insurance policy should it no longer be
needed for its original function within
your estate plans.

BEQUESTS Are your estate plans in
order? Only four in ten Americans have
prepared a will, a vital document that
enables you to maintain control of the
assets you may wish to use for charitable
purposes. Help us continue our mission 
to support the work of the Institut Pasteur
and create opportunities for U.S.
researchers. Please consider remembering
the Pasteur Foundation in your will.
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ACID OR BASE:
A pHENOMENON OF THE AIDS VIRUS?
The AIDS virus attacks macrophages, cells of the
immune system within which it then multiplies.
Once inside these macrophages, the stock of virus is

beyond the reach of
antiviral treatments.
Pasteur researchers,
in conjunction with
scientists at the
Centre National 
de Recherche
Scientifique (CNRS)
and the Institut
Curie, approached
this problem by 
seeking to learn how

HIV is able to evade the immune response of these
macrophages that usually destroy foreign invaders.
The teams discovered that the virus adjusts the pH
level of cell compartments where it subsequently
accumulates, rendering them less acidic and impeding
the activation of enzymes that break it down. This
study sheds new light on the persistence of HIV in
people who carry the virus.

A STOP SIGN FOR AIDS
Rare seropositive individuals are able to control HIV
infection and do not require treatment for AIDS, nor
do they develop the disease despite testing positive for
HIV over the course of a decade or more. A Pasteur

team working in conjunction with
an INSERM group and the Bicêtre
Hospital has explained how the
immune response of these people
differs genetically from that of those
who develop the disease. Known as

“HIV controllers,” these patients were discovered to
have CD8 T cells with specific markers that induce a
powerful and rapid destruction of infected cells.
Published in the April issue of Proceedings of the
National Academy of Science, this work could have
important implications for the immunotherapy of
AIDS and vaccine research.

A GENETIC MUTATION FACTORS INTO AUTISM
Autism spectrum disorders (ASDs) affect one in 200
children generally before the age of three. ASDs are
characterized by deficits in social interaction and
communication. In collaboration with several 
organizations including France’s National Institute 
of Health and Medical Research and the University 
of Gothenburg in Sweden, a Pasteur team has 
identified a gene – ASMT – that is associated with

susceptibility to autism. The gene is located in a region
shared by the X and Y chromosomes and codes for the
production of an enzyme involved in the synthesis 
of melatonin. A hormone that the body generally 
produces at night in the pineal gland, melatonin plays 
a crucial role in the regulation of circadian rhythms
such as sleep-wake cycles. Low levels of melatonin
have been associated with ASDs, and the study was
able to correlate this to mutations in the ASMT 
gene. Scientists have yet to fully comprehend the
consequence of low melatonin levels on brain 
function and development but hypothesize that 
they may amplify the effect of other mutations or
susceptibility factors.

THE EXPANDING PASTEUR UNIVERSE

The Global Network of the Institut Pasteur is comprised
of 30 member institutes all deeply involved in matters
of local public health – which in the case of emerging
diseases is equivalent to worldwide health. These
institutes collaborate with national health authorities
to provide biomedical research, clinical services such
as vaccination, and epidemiological surveillance. 
The majority act as national reference centers or
World Health Organization collaborating centers. 

In 2008, the Institut Pasteur of Laos in Vientiane 
will open its doors to one of the poorest countries in
Southeast Asia, thanks to a cooperative agreement
between the Institut Pasteur and the Health Ministry
of the Lao People’s Democratic Republic. Initially,
this institute will focus on two activity sectors: the
fight against both respiratory and emerging diseases,
and the study of disease vectors – particularly those
inhabiting the ecosystems that will be affected by the
Nam Theun Dam project on a tributary of the
Mekong River. Paul Brey, an American entomologist
who has spent his career at the Institut Pasteur, has
been appointed to head the new Lao institute.

Source: Institut Pasteur

MORE TO THE POINT: NEWS IN BRIEF FROM PASTEUR

Entering a macrophage, HIV-1 particles
are bound at the surface and about 

to penetrate the cell.

Architectural rendering of the future Institut Pasteur of Laos
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YEAR-END APPEAL

Promote science. 

Help young Americans. 

Invest in a healthier world.

November 2007

Dear Friends:
With this year nearly behind us, we are looking forward to 2008, which

will mark the 120th anniversary of the founding of the Institut Pasteur.

Upcoming editions of Pasteur Perspectives will bring special features

regarding the anniversary celebrations.The year 2007 was an exceptional one for the foundation’s programs,

as we saw record applications to our Zuccaire Summer Internship

Program attracting nearly 300 nationwide applicants for four positions.

Our Postdoctoral Program also continues to develop; thanks to our

donors, we anticipate creating at least four new positions in 2008.

And as you will read in this issue, our Grand Marnier Foundation

American Guest Scientists Program has entered its second year.

To date, seven U.S. researchers have benefited from the funding

this program provides for extended stays on our Paris campus.

At this year-end, you can help us strengthen our efforts to support the

important research conducted at the Institut Pasteur. Please consider

renewing your contribution or becoming a new donor to help ensure

that we can continue our vital programming for U.S. researchers.

Your support can quite literally change a life.
With sincerest thanks and warm wishes for a healthy 2008 –Cordially,

Caitlin M. HawkeExecutive Director

P.S.: To help, please return the enclosed envelope with your donation.

All contributions are fully tax deductible. A matching gift from your

employer will make your donation go even further.420 Lexington Avenue, Suite 1654 New York, NY 10170 Phone: 212.599.2050 Fax: 212.599.2047 Email: PasteurUS@aol.com

YEAR-ENDAPPEALENCLOSED
Please support the Pasteur Foundation.

Promote science. 
Help young Americans. 
Invest in a healthier world.



Promote science. 
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Invest in a healthier world.

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY/STATE/ZIP

TELEPHONE                                                                                         E-MAIL

Thank you very much for your support. If you have a message, please enclose it.

*If you choose to receive the DVD, it will limit the deductibility of your donation.
The Pasteur Foundation is a not-for-profit organization and is tax exempt under §501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.

Yes, I want to help and am enclosing my tax-deductible gift* in the amount of: 

q $1,000 q $500 q $250 q $100 q $50 q Other $_______________

q I haveÏ enclosed a gift of $25 or more and would like to receive your thank-you
gift: the 30-minute DVD Pasteur: A Contemporary View.* (While supplies last.)

q I have enclosed a contribution but do not wish to receive a gift so that 100% 
of my donation is tax deductible.

q Check encÏlosed (Please make check payable to Pasteur Foundation.)

q Please charge my credit card:  qVISA  qMASTERCARD  qAMEX    

CREDIT CARD NUMBER                                                   EXPIRATION DATE

q My employer will match this gift; please find the matching gift form enclosed.

420 Lexington Avenue, Suite 1654   New York, NY 10170
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